8. SEEK YE THE KINGDOM
OF GOD
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His Righteousness and all
other things shall be added unto you." -Jesus Christ.
Swami started his talk as usual with the invocation to Lord Ganesha.
Then he plunged straight away in the heart of his topic.
Man is born to die and ultimately find his way back to his Creator.
Each one of us at some time or the other in our lives, feels the stirrings
of the pangs of spiritual hunger, a deep thirst and quest for the knowledge
of the truth, and an inexplicable longing for union with the Divine. This
spiritual hunger is deep-rooted and emerges as the culmination of the
merits accrued in past births. It is the fountain head of all spiritual
activity. Sri Sathya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi has said- "Spiritual hunger
is the ultimate meaning of every activity in life. The dissatisfaction and
the restlessness that remain even after obtaining all the necessities of
life, show that everyone consciously or unconsciously suffers from
spiritual hunger and it is not appeased until the spirit within is realised.
Without this divine discontent, there is no real progress."
God knows our past, present and future. He knows the merits and
demerits, the debits and credits of our past lives. He knows exactly at
which point in our lives, He should touch the spring of spiritual hunger
and release the fountain of yearning and longing into the stress of our
lives. When the time is ripe, He calls us to Him and allows us to fulfil
our yearning and assuage our longing, by enabling us to drink at the
ocean of His Divine Love and Compassion. This, He showers on us in
endless profusion. "Come, takeAnanda from Me, dwell onthatAnanda
or Bliss and be full of Shanthi or peace". So saying He allows us to
drink at His fount and imbibe His bliss-giving nectar.
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His Righteousness and all
other things shall be added unto you", said Jesus Christ. Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa said, "Men shed a jugful of tears for children or wife or
money. But who weeps for God?" As long as the child remains engrossed
with toys, the mother is busy doing her household duties. When the
child gets tired of its toys, throws them aside and cries for its mother,
then the mother comes in haste and takes the child in her arms. You
behave likewise towards God, and He will reveal Himself to you.
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